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ABSTRACT

Environmental policy has considerably evolved over the last decades. The growing attention has

been paid to the international standard ISO 14001, one of the certified environmental management

systems (EMSs), which encourages the improvement of firm’s environmental performance. This

paper examines whether the adoption of ISO 14001 in the chemical industry improves environmental

performance using city level panel data in Kanto area.

Our main finding is that adoption of ISO

14001 is not likely to reduce total emissions of release and transfer of the chemical substances.
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